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Black Women of First Distinction 

Nominating Packet  

Purpose 

The Illinois Black Hall of Fame will recognize Black Women of First Distinction during its  Juneteenth 
______ Gala Celebration. The selected women are recognized and honored for their First Distinction 
and represent Black Women role models worthy of emulation. The Illinois Black Hall of Fame is 
presented by the African-American Ladies’ Legacy Foundation (AALLFF) in Partnership with 
Governors State University.  

The Mission of AALLF is TAP 
The Black Women of First Distinction aligns with the mission of the African-American Ladies’ Legacy 
Foundation’s (AALLF) Mission:  
Teach about the Lives and Legacies of African American Women with First Distinctions 

Appreciate the Contributions of their First Distinctions  
Preserve their First Distinctions via an interactive, intuitive website:  www.aallfoundation.com 

Black Women of Firs begt Distinction 
A Black Woman of First Distinction is a woman who has achieved a distinction of being a FIRST in 
her profession. The ______ Black Women of First Distinction honored were:  Debbie Meyers 
Martin, the First Black Woman May of Olympia Fields, IL (____________) and Tracey Bell, the First 
Black Woman Digital Radio Owner (____________).  The selected Black Women of First Distinction 
will receive their honor during the Juneteenth Celebration of Black Achievers at Governors State 
University, Center for Performing Arts.  

Nomination Process 

The selected Black Women of First Distinction will receive her honor during the Juneteenth Celebration 
of Black Achievers at Governors State University as a component of the Juneteenth Celebration of 
Black Achievers Gala.  The Black Woman of First Distinction will also be displayed as a Black Women 
of First Distinction showcased in the Illinois Black Hall of Fame.  Should your nominee be selected for 
this honor, you will be notified with an acceptance letter during the first week of _______________ 
with follow-up requirements.  Please know that the nominator will serve as the main line of contact 
and will be responsible for submitting timely all requested information on behalf of the Black 
Woman of First Distinction.  
Note:  Nomination may be made posthumously on behalf of relative, corporation, organization and/or 
nonprofit organization. 
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NOMINEE REQUIREMENTS 

The nominee for Black Women of First Distinction must have been a resident of Illinois for an 
unspecified period.  Must be able to prove the validity of the First Distinction and the area in which the 
First Distinction was acquired. Must assist the Nominator by providing all requested information 
requested but not limited to the following:  

• Must have met the criterial of having a First Distinction for a notable period
• Must have served as a positive role model for other aspiring women and girls
• Must sign and return Media Release Form
• Must provide a professional Image that can be used for promotional purposes due on or 

before __________________
• Must provide Biographical Narrative substantiating your First Distinction noted on the 

Application Form due on or __________________
• Must provide a Typewritten 200-word (more or less) inspirational message to girls that will 

inspire them to Dream Big Dreams due on or before __________________
• Must provide a 3 to 5 Minute Introductory Video to include facts denoting the First Distinction 

achievement status due on or before __________________
• Must provide the Nominator with a list of guests to solicit Congratulatory Remarks as well as 

a guest list to attend the Juneteenth _______ Gala by __________________
• Must purchase a Camera-Ready Heritage Award ($1,500 Value) to be included in the 

Souvenir Advertisement Book due __________________
• Must purchase Black Women of First Distinction VIP Reception Package $2,000 Value 

with$1,000.00 to accompany the application on or before __________________.
• Must assist the nominator in adhering to all timelines and requested item

NOMINATOR REQUIREMENTS 
• Must agree to serve as the main point of contact on behalf of the Black Woman of First

Distinction.
• Must be able to verify and document that the nominee is or has been a resident of the state of

Illinois for a period during her First Distinction acquisition.
• Must be able to verify that the nominee has made a First Distinction at the local, regional, state,

or national level.
• Must be able to validate the nominee’s achievements that reflect enduring value over time,

where she has been the initiator of first change.
• Must submit all nomination information according to requested dates and timelines.
• Must nominate only one Black Woman of First Distinction per calendar year.
• Must be aware that nomination does not guarantee acceptance until officially qualified and

officially notified.
• Must submit completed application with all accompanying requests on or before __________________

Note:  All incomplete applications and funds will be returned. 
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Nominee and Nominator Timelines 

________________ – ________________:  Nomination Period 
________________: Nomination Process Ends 
________________: Submit the following documents 

• $1,000.00 Goodwill Deposit to assist in planning process
• Check should be made payable to

African-American Ladies’ Legacy Foundation
430 E. 162nd Street # 737
South Holland, IL  60473

• Professional Image for Congratulatory Souvenir Advertisement Book
• 3 to 5 Minute Introductory Video depicting First Distinction and other

accolades
• 250 Word Introductory Narrative of the Black Woman of First

Distinction
• Signed Media Video Photo Release Form

________________ 
• Guest List containing email address, cell phone number, and Juneteenth

Tee Shirt Size
• Camera Ready Platinum Heritage $1,500 Souvenir Congratulatory

Advertisement
________________ 

• Onsite visit with Inductees (Testimonials)

___________    Finalize all logistics with Black Woman of First Distinction 

___________    Zoom Meeting with Black Women of First Distinction 

___________    Run of Show Practice 
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$2,000 Black Women of First Distinction Packet Benefits 

• 10 VIP Black Women of First Distinction Reception Tickets
• 10 Awards Seating
• 10 Juneteenth Tee Shirt
• 01 Complimentary Page with Image in the Souvenir Congratulatory Ad

Book
• 01 Black Women of First Distinction Group Picture
• 01 BWOFD Award



5 

 NOMINATION FORM 

NOMINATOR’S CONTACT INFORMATION 

Nominator’s Name:  _____________________________________________________ 

Title/Organization:   _____________________________________________________ 

Mobile Number:  _____________________________________________________ 

Work Phone Number: _____________________________________________________ 

Email Address:  _____________________________________________________ 

Relationship to the Nominee: _____________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

NOMINEE’S CONTACT INFORMATION 

Nominee Name: _______________________________________________ 
First Distinction: _______________________________________________ 

Year First Distinction Acquired:    _______________________________________________ 

Title:  _____________________________________________________________________ 

Organization’s Affiliation: _______________________________________________ 

 Mobile Number:   _______________________________________________ 

 Email Address:  _______________________________________________ 

 Home Address Street: _______________________________________________ 

 City: ___________________________ State: _____________ Zip Code: _____________ 



6 

Black Women of First Distinction Biographical Narrative supporting your First  
Distinction (250-300 Typewritten Words). Please include complete citations, sources of 
biographical information used to write the narrative (reference books, periodicals, website, 
Facebook, etc.). Documents may be emailed as jpeg along with other accompanying 
documents to ibhof2020@gmail.com.on or before _________________ . 

mailto:ibhof2020@gmail.com.on
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Inspirational Message from the Black Woman of First Distinction 
Prepare an Inspirational Message (200 or more typewritten words) to young women 
and girls inspiring them to Dream Big Dreams. 
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MEDIA - PHOTO / VIDEO RELEASE FORM 

I hereby give my consent to the Illinois Black Hall of Fame Advisory Council via the AALL  
Foundation to place my photograph/media/ Inspirational story on the Illinois Black Hall of 
Fame website, Newsletter, and other Social Media platforms as a means of showcasing and 
promoting your induction into the Illinois Black Hall of Fame. I hereby release to the African- 
American Ladies’ Legacy Foundation and his/her legal representatives and assigns from all 
claims whatsoever in connection with the use, reproduction, publication of the image, media, 
and other publications thereof.  

 Please print name: ___________________________________________________ 

 Date: ___________________________  

 Signature: ___________________________________________________ 
Electronic Signature accepted 

 Please sign and email the permission form to: Ibhof2020@gmail.com 
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CHECKLIST RETURN FOR REQUESTED INFORMATION 

☐ Nominator’s Contact Information
☐ Nominee’s Contact Information
☐ Nominee’s Requirements
☐ Biographical Information and Professional JPEG Image
☐ Source of Biographical Information
☐ Media Photo/Video Release Form
☐ 250 Word Introductory Video
☐ 3 to 5 Minute Introductory Video
☐ Enclosed Check $1,000.00 for ½ of Black Women of First Distinction Participation

Packet
☐ Checklist Return Form

Incomplete applications will not be considered. You will be notified of your acceptance during 
the month of ____________. Your acceptance letter will provide you with the follow-up 
information needed by the AALL Foundation on behalf of your honoree. Please email all 
requested information to ibhof2020@gmail.com. Checks may be mailed to the African- 
American Ladies’ Legacy Foundation  Good Luck on your Nomination.  
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	Nominators Name: Carolyn Palmer
	TitleOrganization 1: Trustee - Village of Matteson
	TitleOrganization 2: 773-919-4963
	Work Phone Number 1: 
	Work Phone Number 2: carolyngpalmer@hotmail.com
	Relationship to the Nominee: Board Member
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	undefined_16: First African American Women Mayor - Village of Matteson
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	Title: Mayor - Village of Matteson
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	Text2: Mayor Sheila Chalmers-Currin's remarkable journey of leadership commenced in 1999 when she was appointed by then-Mayor Stricker of the Village of Matteson as the Fire and Police Commissioner, a volunteer position she held with distinction. Her outstanding contributions paved the way for her appointment as the Director of The Fire and Police Commission for the State of Illinois, making history as the first African American female President of the commission.

During her tenure, Sheila's transformative leadership earned her the prestigious Doc Wilson award, recognizing her instrumental role in implementing budget changes that balanced the organization's financial landscape. Her commitment to public service expanded as she became part of the Illinois Women’s Institute for Leadership, a platform that empowered her to enter the realm of politics.

Notably, Sheila's journey intersected with then-US Senator Barack Obama during her participation in IWIL. Impressed by her capabilities, Senator Obama selected her for his selection commission on the US Military Academies and later appointed her as the coordinator of voter registration for his Presidential Campaign. Sheila's influence extended further as she held significant roles, including Senior Advisor/Director of External Affairs for former Lieutenant Governor Sheila Simons.

Elevating her commitment, Sheila successfully ran for Trustee of the Village of Matteson, serving for eight years. Her tenure included chairing the Economic Development Committee. In 2017, she achieved the pinnacle of leadership, being elected Mayor of the Village of Matteson, a role she has held with distinction as the first African American Woman to hold the office of Mayor in the Village of Matteson.

Beyond local politics, Sheila's impact resonates on a broader stage. Notable recognitions include her inclusion in the Southland Regional Mayoral Black Caucus and her election as a Delegate to the National Nominating Convention for the Democratic Party in 2020. Sheila's influence extends to the Cook County Land Bank, where she was appointed to the Board of Directors in 2021 by Cook County President Toni Preckwinkle.

Sheila is a proud member of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority Incorporated, where she embodies the values of scholarship and compassion. Her dedication to uplifting others is evident in the numerous accolades she has received, such as being recognized as a Notable Black Leader by Crain’s Chicago Business 2022, Distinguished Alumni 2021 for both Governors State University and Roosevelt University, receiving the Women of Excellence award from the National Foundation for Women Legislators 2019, Women of Excellence Chicago Defender 2018, Women of Excellence in Politics 2017, and Elected Official of the Year 2017, among others.

Sheila's educational journey reflects her commitment to excellence, holding a Bachelor of Arts in Speech Communication from Governors State University and a Master of Science in Integrated Marketing Communications from Roosevelt University.

Mayor Sheila Chalmers-Currin's story is one of resilience, trailblazing leadership, and unwavering dedication to making a difference. As she embarks on her consecutive terms as Mayor, her gratitude for the opportunity to impact lives remains the driving force behind her continued advocacy for family, friends, and the entire community.


	Text2a: In the vast tapestry of life, each of you is a unique thread, weaving your own story into the world. As you stand at the threshold of your future, I urge you to embrace the boundless possibilities that lie ahead and to dream big dreams.
You possess an incredible reservoir of potential waiting to be tapped into. The world is teeming with opportunities, and your dreams are the compass that will guide you through the uncharted territories of your journey. Remember, dreams are not just fleeting thoughts; they are the seeds of your future reality.
Do not be confined by the limitations imposed by others or even by the doubts that may creep into your own mind. Break free from the shackles of self-doubt, for you are capable of achieving greatness beyond your wildest imagination. Let your aspirations soar like eagles in the limitless sky, unburdened by fears or societal expectations.
Embrace your uniqueness and use it as a source of strength. The world needs the vibrant colors of your individuality to paint a more diverse and inclusive picture. Be audacious in pursuing your passions, and don't be afraid to challenge the status quo. The path to success is often paved with resilience, courage, and a relentless pursuit of your goals.
Surround yourself with mentors and allies who uplift and inspire you. Seek knowledge and wisdom and let them be the wind beneath your wings. Remember, the journey may be arduous at times, but the lessons you learn along the way will sculpt you into a resilient, compassionate, and empowered individual.
As you dream big dreams, envision a world where your contributions matter, where your voice echoes with purpose, and where your dreams become the catalyst for positive change. The power to shape your destiny lies within you.
So, young women and girls, stand tall, dream big, and let the world marvel at the brilliance you bring into existence.
With unwavering belief in your potential,

Mayor Sheila Chalmers-Currin
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